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Bureau considers many options 
for Diamond Fork unitof CUP 


By Steve Fidel 
rat News staff writer 


There are still more questions than 
answers about the Diamond Fork 
power and irrigation system proposed 
as.an element of the Bonneville Unit 
of the Central Utah Project. 


“US. Bureau of Reclamation offi- 
cials are considering three alterna- 
tives to the Diamond Fork project 


| 


that call for the construction of a dam, . 


a tunnel and at least one power plant 
between Strawberry Reservoir and 
Utah Lake. Plan options also involve 


Goshen Bay, draining all but 5. 


feet of water in Utah Lake and pur- 
chasing water shares totaling 50,000 to 


60,000 acre-feet from members of the ' 


Utah Lake Water Users Association. 


“` The fourth option, proposed by the — 


Strawberry Water Users Association, 
calls for the association to build the 
project independently of the bureau. 
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Of the power generated, 32 mega- 
watts would be used to power CUP 
pumping stations. The rest would be 
sold to subsidize the cost of developing 
132,000 acre-feet of irrigation water. 

Alternative A calls for diking Utah 
Lake at Goshen Bay and building 
Mona Reservoir, the Wasatch Aque- 
duct, the Mona-Nephi Canal, the Ne- 
phi-Sevier Canal and other canals and 
pumping facilities that would distrib- 
ute project water. The dike would de- 
crease the surface area of the lake to 
reduce evaporation, generating addi- 
tional water for irrigating uses. 

Alternative C calis for reducing the 
level of Utah Lake by as much as nine 
feet to reduce evaporation. The lake is 
l4 feet deep at which means 
thousands of acres of lake bottom 
would be exposed, leaving the remain- 
ing portion of the lake a scant 5 feet 
deep. Water would then be trans- 
ferred to the lake through the existing 
Strawberry ug ur Canal to satisfy 
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—What would become of the lake 
and resulting mud flats if the lake lev- 
el were lowered drastically? 

~Are the necessary number of 
bu Lake water shares available for 

? 


—What would drying up part of the 
lake do to temperatures and weather 
patteras in Utah County? 

+What criteria will be used for se- ' 
lecting one of the available options? 

Why doesn't the bureau turn the er- | 
Ex ud es over to the Strapberry, 
of the Strawberry ry Water ters SE : 
ciation, said a watt project | 
could be built locally E one-third of | 
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the 72 megawatt saving the 
federal government En milion . 
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Theobald ; tion will 
oppose any project that affects its 
water supplies or facilities, which all 
of the bureau's alternatives would do. ; 

Bureau representatives gave few- 
answers to the questions presented at- 
the meeting but to address . 
them in a newsletter that will be pub- . 
lished soon ang circuiated to those in , 
attendance. 


eae 


G; 
der 


7 
Midd 4 


Ut 


Nd 
Le IN 


Py 


=. Gi pages an 


ringer 


3%0 4 


THE E 
DOMÍNGUEZ- "93. 
= ; x. Gy 
ESCALANTE of 


IR 


m 
J WAIN 


SIC 
Y 
«o 
3 
j 
p 
as 
j 
] $Z 
b, 
pis 
ore 


THEIR 
EXPEDITION 
THROUGH 


COLORADO, 


g UTAH, 


ARIZONA, 
AND 
NEW 

MEXICO 


1776 
oS 
RS EE CN 2 
o 


i 1 Decr 1v èii 
ated by Fray Angelico Chavez 


Edited by Ted J. Warner 


9500094 


ecd AO, 


The Dominguez-Escalante State-Federal Bicentennial Committee was 


organized in November 1973. In the spirit of the Founding Fathers, 
the committee members adopted a compact giving as their purpose 


to commeniorate the 1776 Dominguez-Escalante Expedition as a 
major feature of the Bicentennial of the American Revolution in New 
Mexico, Colorado, Utah, and Arizona through cooperative State/ 
Federal planning and implementation. This historic 1776 Spanish 
expedition was a major contribution to the exploration of the Ameri- 
can Southwest, which increased available geographic knowledge 
leading directly to the later development of the Old Spanish Trail(s) 
linking the Spanish settlements. The Dominguez-Escalante Expedi- 
tion was coincident with the Declaration of Independence and the 
American Revolution in the Eastern Section of the new Nation, whose 

le was soon to be joined by Spain as an important contributing ally 
in the struggle for independence. 


n 


Representatives from the State missions of New 
Mexico, Colorado, Utah, and Arizona, from federal agencies ad- 
ministering properties within the region, from state historical so- 
cieties and tourism interests, and from the private sector pursued their 
objective of a coordinated commemoration and celebration of that 
historic 1776 expedition. 

With a grant from the Four Corners Regional Commission, the 
Dominguez-Escalante State-Federal Bicentennial Committee, under 
the research chairmanship of Mr. W. L. Rusho, contracted a research 
program with the Utah State Historical Society. Under the direction 
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of Dr. David E. Miller that project has been completed, resulting in a 


report 


definitive route covered by the padres. 


ranslation of the padres’ journal by 


scarch grant also sponsored this t 
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interpretive plan. ]t is intended that this plan will give unity to the 


variety of coinmemorative cff anticipated by many agencies and 


groups. 


people perticipating in the 
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ı these plans, all 


of us look forward to commeinorating this part of America’s bicen- 


tennial birthday. 
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